cleaned of residual detrital material. All samples were lightly ground and dissolved in HN03, uranium and thorium isotopes were isolated by ion-exchange chromatography, using procedures described in Bischoff and others, 1988 , and were then analyzed by alpha spectrometry.
RESULTS
Results are shown in Table 1 , errors (±) refer only to la error propagated from the counting statistics and do not reflect the more important "geological" errors caused by contamination, isotope migration, and translocation. The dates range from 112 to 142 kyrs. Thorium ratios (230T/h232Th), the indicator of detrital contamination, are generally favorable against contamination (5 to 36) and uranium contents range from 1.42 to 8.04 ppm. Mollusks are notorious for being open systems to uranium migration (Kaufman and others, 1971) . In the present case the uranium contents of the fossil oysters are considerably higher than for living oysters (generally <0.5 ppm), suggesting that the uranium is secondary. Nevertheless, the general agreement among the dates indicates the time period of uranium uptake was short compared to the age of the deposit and argues for their reliability within the range of apparent dates. Thus, it can be concluded that the age of the deposit is within the range 125±17 kyrs, close to the Milankovitch age for Marine Isotope Stage 5e, or maximum Sangamon (Shackleton and Opdyke, 1973) . Table 1 Uranium-series analyses of oysters from Lone Tree Point and Benecia, California 
